Argentaffin mast cells in the thymus of the frog.
Mast cells are common in the thymic parenchyma of the European common frog, Rana temporaria. They are stained meta chromatically with toluidine blue and the majority of them are impregnated with silver during the argentaffin reaction. The latter phenomenon indicate that these cells store serotonin. At the ultrastructural level, mast cells contain specific granules with electron-dense and electron-lucent parts. The silver grains are located exclusively over the electron-lucent part of the mast cell granules indicating that serotonin is stored just in this compartment.